Resolution #7
THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN UTAH

	RESOLUTION FOR DIOCESAN CONVENTION 2025

In order that debate may be directed toward the resolution and not toward its justification, only the "RESOLVED..." will be moved. The explanation of the resolution will, however, be distributed to delegates. Resolutions may be submitted to the Convention by the Bishop, Standing Committee, Diocesan Council, a member of the Clergy canonically resident in the Diocese, a Warden, a delegate to the Convention, a Diocesan Council representative of any Region of the Diocese, a Vestry, A Bishop’s Committee, a Congregation, a Diocesan Commission or a Diocesan Committee.

TOPIC: Resolution for the establishment of a perpetual endowed scholarship fund for Utah Native Americans
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WHEREAS the mission of the Episcopal Diocese of Utah proclaims: “As members of the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement in Utah, we are committed to following Jesus into loving, liberating, and life-giving relationships with God, each other, and creation;”
WHEREAS in 2018, the General Convention of the Episcopal Church affirmed the President of the House of Deputies’ and the Presiding Bishop’s call to the Church to recognize Race and Reconciliation as an integral part of the Jesus Movement;
WHEREAS we, as the Episcopal Church in Utah, recognize that, through our shared history, we “have not loved our neighbors as ourselves," and by "what we have done and by what we have left undone" contributed to institutions and systems that have harmed others through the sin of racism; 
WHEREAS this harm has been manifested through the colonization of Indigenous people and their lands, and exploitation for societal and economic gain; 
WHEREAS within the Becoming Beloved Community vision for The Episcopal Church, rooted in The Jesus Movement, and called forth by General Convention, we are asked to engage in a journey, “a set of interrelated commitments around which Episcopalians may organize our many efforts to respond to racial injustice and grow a community of reconcilers, justice-makers, and healers;”

WHEREAS the Commission on Peace & Justice of the Episcopal Diocese of Utah (the “Commission”) has been charged by canon with the task of developing and implementing recommendations and strategies on issues of peace and justice;

WHEREAS the Diocese of Utah has adopted prior resolutions to move toward reparation by becoming a sanctuary diocese (2018) and adopting the practice of land acknowledgments (2020), and (2022) to Ute, Goshute, Shoshone, and Paiute people living near Great Salt Lake; 
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RESOLVED: 
That the Episcopal Diocese of Utah shall establish a $25,000 endowed perpetual scholarship in partnership with the University of Utah for the benefit of Utah’s Native American university students.
That funding activities and efforts for said scholarship shall take place over five (5) years and may include, but shall not be limited to the following:
· “Crowdfunding” among the members of the Episcopal Church in Utah, The Episcopal Church, the Worldwide Anglican Communion, and the public at large; 
· Bishop/Clergy may also contribute discretionary funds and Vestry funds for outreach ministries;
· A Diocesan-wide plate offering on or around Indigenous Peoples’ Day;[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  NOTE: Indigenous Peoples’ Day is not formally recognized or celebrated in Utah.  In many states, it has either been replaced or is co-celebrated with Columbus Day on or about October 12.] 

· Marketing to capitalize the scholarship through various methods: Direct mail, PR (Episcopal News Service, SL Trib, etc.), social media (Instagram, Facebook, TikTok, etc.); 
· Fundraising during screenings of the Diocese of Utah-produced or promoted films on issues of Indigenous justice.
That the University of Utah rubrics and rules governing endowed perpetual scholarships and other methods of supporting Indigenous students in Utah, as may be amended or changed from  time to time, shall apply to all scholarship funds governed by this Resolution. 
That student eligibility requirements for the Native American scholarship shall include: 
· Full-time matriculation in an undergraduate degree program at the University of Utah;
· Residency  in the State of Utah and eligibility for in-state tuition;
· Verified enrollment in one of Utah’s federally recognized Native American tribes; 
· Completion of a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
Date: July 23, 2025	Moved by Ron Barness

	Congregation/Organization: Peace and Justice Commission
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EXPLANATION: See Resolution.

Fiscal Note:                  N/A                                                                                                
